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CLAIMS 

L (Original) A method for limiting a pulse width in a chip clock design of a circuit, the circuit 
receiving a clock signal having a clock pulse width, the method comprising the steps of: 
detecting the clock pulse width of the clock signal; 

determining whether the clock pulse width is larger than a maximum clock pulse width; and 
upon a determination that the clock pulse width is larger than a maximum clock pulse width, 
limiting the clock pulse width of the clock signal. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the clock pulse width is limited to the maximum 
clock pulse width. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of, upon a determination that 
the clock pulse width is smaller than or equal to the maximum clock pulse width, relaying the clock 
pulse to the circuit without changing the clock pulse width. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of preventing the circuit from 
being exposed to testing environments for an excessively long period of time, thereby limiting 
exposure of the circuit to the testing environments. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of determining a maximum 
clock pulse width for the clock signal. 
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6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the circuit comprises a dynamic circuit having 
one or more dynamic nodes. 

7. (Original) An apparatus for limiting a pulse width in a chip clock design of a circuit, the 
circuit receiving a clock signal having a clock pulse width, the apparatus comprising: 

means for detecting the clock pulse width of the clock signal; 

means for determining whether the clock pulse width is larger than a maximum clock pulse 
width; and 

means for, upon a determination that the clock pulse width is larger than a maximum clock 
pulse width, limiting the clock pulse width of the clock signal. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the clock pulse width is limited to the 
maximum clock pulse width. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, further comprising means for, upon a determination 
that the clock pulse width is smaller than or equal to the maximum clock pulse width, relaying the 
clock pulse to the circuit without changing the clock pulse width. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, further comprising means for preventing the circuit 
from being exposed to testing environments for an excessively long period of time, thereby limiting 
exposure of the circuit to the testing environments. 
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1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, further comprising means for determining a maximum 
clock pulse width for the clock signal. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the circuit comprises a dynamic circuit having 
one or more dynamic nodes. 

13. (Original) A computer program product for limiting a pulse width in a chip clock design of a 
circuit, the circuit receiving a clock signal having a clock pulse width, the computer program 
product having a medium with a computer program embodied thereon, the computer program 
comprising: 

computer program code for detecting the clock pulse width of the clock signal; 

computer program code for determining whether the clock pulse width is larger than a 
maximum clock pulse width; and 

computer program code for, upon a determination that the clock pulse width is larger than a 
maximum clock pulse width, limiting the clock pulse width of the clock signal. 

14. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the clock pulse width is 
limited to the maximum clock pulse width. 

15. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 1 3, the computer program further 
comprising computer program code for, upon a determination that the clock pulse width is smaller 
than or equal to the maximum clock pulse width, relaying the clock pulse to the circuit without 
changing the clock pulse width. 
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1 6. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 1 3, the computer program further 
comprising computer program code for preventing the circuit from being exposed to testing 
environments for an excessively long period of time, thereby limiting exposure of the circuit to the 
testing environments. 

1 7. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 13, the computer program further 
comprising computer program code for determining a maximum clock pulse width for the clock 
signal. 

1 8. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 13, wherein the circuit comprises a 
dynamic circuit having one or more dynamic nodes. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) An The apparatus of Claim 7 further comprising: 
a phase locked loop (PLL) for generating the clock signal; 

a pulse-limiting circuit coupled to the PLL; 

a switch coupled to both the PLL and the pulse-limiting circuit; and 

an override signal coupled to the switch for bypassing the pulse-limiting circuit. 

for limiting a puls e width in a chip clock d e sign of a circuit, th e circuit rec e iving a clock signal 

having a clock puls e width, th e apparatus comprising: 

a phas e locked loop (PLL) for g e nerating th e clock signal; 

a puls e limiting circuit coupl e d to the PLL for automatically limiting th e clock pulse width, 

if th e clock pulse width i s larg e r than th e maximum clock puls e width; 
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a switch coupled to both th e PLL and th e puls e- limiting circuit; and 

an ov e rrid e signal coupl e d to th e switch for bypassing th e puls e limiting circuit. 

20. (New) The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of generating an override signal, 
wherein in response to the override signal, bypassing the detecting step, the determining step, and 
the limiting step. 

21. (New) The computer program product of Claim 13 further comprising computer code for 
generating an override signal, wherein in response to the override signal, bypassing computer code 
for detecting, computer code for determining, and computer code for limiting. 
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